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of the lips against the current of air. Thus the corre-
sponding consonantal noise is heard when either i or u
are uttered and immediately followed by another vowel,
examples of which we see in the Italian piecle, scuola, the
English water, and the German Quelle. By means of
this modification an i so placed can be employed in very
complex .arrangements of vowels, as in the Italian miei,
tuoi, operaio, scrittoio, etc.; for these complex sounds,
when resolved into their elements, are almost mjei, twoi,
operajo, scrittqjo, etc., thej and w, it-is true, being imper-
fect. On account of this consonantal element the first
sounds of these diphthongs, especially at the commence-
ment of a word, are often written as consonants, parti-
cularly in English, as in yonder, year, will, wax, so
that in some the traditional pronunciation alone shows
whether it is a true diphthong or not.

The Nasal Vowels.

The nasal vowels are not separate distinct sounds,
but merely a modification of the vowel-sounds. This
modification is due to the nasal cavity not being cut off
by the soft palate during the formation of the vowels, so
that the air contained in the cavity can directly partici-
pate in the creation of resonance. The only European
languages in which their existence is recognized by
grammarians are the French and Portuguese. They
are, however, very general in dialects, and in this
form are often met with even in German. All vowels
which are known to us as pure or intermediate vowels
can be pronounced as nasal vowels.

If, the posterior orifice of the nasal cavity being
open, the current of air is allowed to escape through the